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WELCOME  
 
Welcome to the XVIII International Seminars on the Overarching Issues of the European Area!  

  

The eighteenth edition of this event proves the important role science and academia play in questioning, debating, and striving to 

answer the various challenges we face as a society. In the current context, bearing in mind the profound changes over the last 

few decades, there is a pressing need to give continuity to the dynamics established in previous editions. The main goal is to 

broaden the discussion on multiple issues with the participation and contributions of renowned specialists from various continents, 

as well as academics and representatives from prominent institutions and society itself. They are irreplaceable agents to alleviate 

and resolve the problems addressed, regardless of whether they are social, cultural, economic, or environmental.  

As President, and on behalf of the Organising Committee of the XVIII International Seminars on the Overarching Issues of the 

European Area, we invite you to visit the city of Porto and share your knowledge and experience with the entire community. With 

your contributions and the combined efforts of the participants, strategies and solutions can be developed and deepened to 

overcome the many problems facing the world today.  

We look forward to your presence and collaboration. We hope you will have an enriching and unforgettable professional and 

scientific experience.  

It will be a great pleasure to welcome you to our historical city, to listen to the relevant contributions across multiple thematic 

sessions and debates, or through the presentation of posters.  

  

Welcome to the University of Porto and to Portugal!  

Maria Helena Pina  

President of the Organising Committee, University of Porto, Portugal.  

CALL FOR PAPERS:  
  
Dear colleagues,  
  
Still recovering from the pandemic crisis, our increasingly globalised world has been immersed in a war with far-reaching 

repercussions. Despite the threats and destruction to which our planet has been subjected, a multiplicity of ecosystems persists 

even though they are suffering a critical loss of biodiversity. It is very common to find a combination of dynamic, multifunctional 

territories in these ecosystems neighboured by others in decline, where development and sustainability are at stake. These 

spaces show the indelible effects of climate change and particularly of human intervention, further aggravated by the ongoing 

war in Europe. However, awareness of these critical issues is growing and their impact on the environmental, economic, and 

social levels has fostered the need for intervention at multiple different scales. Thus, strategies are being drafted that focus on 
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inclusive development based not only on the conservation of landscapes and heritage but also on the revitalisation of social 

frameworks. To achieve these aims, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals established by the UN and embodied in the "Agenda 

2030" are of mandatory reference, representing imperative challenges in the current context of warfare in the European area 

which aggravates social inequalities and environmental problems.  
The aim is to eradicate poverty while promoting equal access to energy, education, and quality health services. Another area of 

focus is the creation of jobs and energy efficiency, in addition to the conservation and management of endogenous resources. 

The intention is also to promote effective institutions and stable societies where justice, peace, health care, and gender equality 

are unequivocal and inclusive. Policy convergence is required to achieve these goals, where environmental and social strategies 

gain priority over strictly economic motives. They should be clearly guided by innovation and ethics, sustained by digital resources, 

and dedicated to increasing literacy and technical training. These principles pave the way towards greater territorial cohesion as 

the most effective means of overcoming the systemic and multifaceted crisis we have experienced in recent times.  
It is, therefore, necessary to continue to reflect on these topics without ignoring their complexity and territorial diversity. The 

European space should be compared with others, highlighting interconnections, particularly with the Brazilian space from which 

several innovative projects have emerged. This collaborative link is further strengthened through the XVIII International 

Seminars of the Overarching Issues of the European Area. The main objective, evident in the previous editions of this event, 

also persists: the approach to current problems in a scientific, creative, multidisciplinary, and inter-university setting, highlighting 

the search for strategies to mitigate these problems within a framework of sustainability and resilience.  
This event, organised by the University of Porto with several national and international partners, is increasingly acknowledged as 

a research network that seeks to provide answers to emerging challenges. In 2024, the XVIII International Seminars of the 

Overarching Issues of the European Area will feature a scientific committee made up of renowned national and international 

scholars from more than a dozen countries, centred on the theme of “Building Resilient and Sustainable Territories”.   
It is with great satisfaction that we announce that the XVIII International Conferences on Overarching Issues of the European 

Area, to be held between May 23 and 26, 2024, in Porto, are High Patronage of His Excellency, the President of the 

Portuguese Republic, Professor Doctor Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa. The High Patronage is an endorsement from the President 

of the Republic to realize ideas aimed at "promoting, encouraging, and mobilizing the country and its citizens for the challenges 

and opportunities that arise in Portugal." To this support is also added the High Patronage of the European Parliament, granted 

by the President of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola.  
  
TOPICS:  

1. Society and Culture  
2. Education and Teaching  
3. Innovation, Entrepreneurship, and Digital Transformations in Territories  
4. Tradition, Heritage, and Tourism  
5. Economy and Sustainability  
6. Urban and Rural Connections  
7. Resilience and Transitions in Rural Areas  
8. Landscape and Ecosystem Management  
9. Climate Change, Environment and Sustainable Development  
10. Vulnerabilities, Risks, and Civil Protection  
11. European Security and Defence  
12. European Policy Challenges and Spatial Planning  
13. Biodiversity conservation and ecosystem management  
14. Circular economy and waste management  
15. Environmental policy and governance  
16. Resources management and conservation  
17. Sustainable agriculture and food systems  
18. Green technologies, energy, and innovation  
19. Social and economic dimensions of sustainability  
20. Population ageing and Rural Health  

  
*Other topics may be accepted subject to acceptance from the scientific committee.  
  
We are very pleased to invite you to submit contributions under the conference’s thematic topics. This is a unique opportunity to 

share your research and experience with an international community of scholars, experts, and policymakers. Join us on this 

journey, working together to promote strategic solutions to tackle the enormous challenges of our time and structure a more 

sustainable and resilient future. Submit your abstract and be part of this international discussion. We look forward to your 

contributions and your presence at the conference!  

Abstracts submitted to the XVIII International Seminars of the Overarching Issues of the European Area must be 

unpublished, well-structured, and appropriate to the topics suggested for discussion at the event. The abstracts submitted must 

be based on original data, of high technical quality and meet international ethical standards. Abstracts of a commercial nature 

will not be accepted.  
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ORGANIZER COMMITTE:   
  
Helena Pina, (University of Porto, Portugal) – Chair | Ana Isabel Boura (University of Porto, Portugal) | André Samora-Arvela  
(University Institute of Lisbon, Portugal) | António Barros Cardoso (University of Porto, Portugal) | Conceição Ramos 

(University of Porto, Portugal) | Diogo M. Pinto (University of Porto, Portugal) | Felisbela Martins (Centre of Studies in 

Geography and Spatial Planning, Portugal) | João Pedro Barreiros (University of Porto, Portugal) | Jorge Ribeiro (University of 

Porto, Portugal) | José Luís Braga (European Institute of Higher Studies, Portugal) |  Leandro Dias Oliveira (Federal Rural 

University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil) | Lívia Madureira (University of Trás-os-Montes and Alto Douro, Portugal) | Maria José Roxo 

(NOVA University Lisbon, Portugal) | Paula Remoaldo (University of Minho, Portugal).  
  
HONOR COMMITTEE:  
  
José Luís Carneiro – Minister of Internal Administration, XXIII Constitutional Government of Portugal  | Maria Leitão Marques 

– Member of the European Parliament, Brussels | Frederico Francisco – Secretary of State for Infrastructure, XXIII Constitutional 

Government of Portugal | Teresa Almeida – President, Commission for Coordination and Regional Development of Lisbon and 

Tejo Valley (CCDR-LVT) | António Ceia da Silva – President, Commission for Coordination and Regional Development of  
Alentejo (CCDR Alentejo) | Rui Moreira – Mayor of Porto | Paulo Pereira – Mayor of Baião | Paulo Silva – Mayor of Mesão Frio 

| Fátima Fernandes – Mayor of Montalegre | José Manuel Gonçalves – Mayor of Peso da Régua | Pedro Machado – Mayor 

of Lousada | Miguel Nunes – Councilor of Lousada Municipal Council | Isabel Ferreira Nunes – President, National Defense 

Institute (IDN), Portugal | Maria Madalena dos Santos Alves – President, Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT), 

Portugal | Tiago Oliveira – President, Agency for Integrated Management of Rural Fires (AGIF), Portugal | Duarte Costa – 

President, National Authority for Emergency and Civil Protection (ANEPC), Portugal | André Fernandes – National Commander 

for Emergency and Civil Protection (ANEPC), Portugal | José Manuel Matias – Deputy Regional Director, Regional Directorate 

of Agriculture and Fisheries of the North (DRAP-N), Portugal | Pedro Moreira – President, Comboios de Portugal (CP), Portugal 

| Rosário Alves – Executive Director, Forestis – Portuguese Forestry Association | Luís Almeida – President, Vale do Douro 

Association | Carlos Fonseca – Chief Technology Officer, FORESTWISE | Duarte Caldeira – President, Center for Studies and 

Intervention in Civil Protection (CEIPC) | Paula Pinto – Director, Faculty of Arts, University of Porto | Domingos  Xavier Viegas 

– University of Coimbra | Mary Cawley – National University of Ireland, Galway, Ireland  |  Atanas Dermendzhiev – University 

of Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria  | Stella Dermendzhieva – University of Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria | Ana Maria Bicalho – Federal 

University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil | Scott William Hoefle – Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil | Ileana Constantinescu 

– Academy of Economic Studies, Bucharest, Romania | Jerzy Makowsky – University of Warsaw, Poland | Laura Sakaja – 

University of Zagreb, Croatia | Borna Fuerst-Bjelis – University of Zagreb, Croatia | Marta Arbinolo – OECD, France | Fernanda 

Cravidão – University of Coimbra | António Covas – University of Algarve | Mercês Covas – University of Algarve | Artur 

Cristóvão – University of Trás-os-Montes and Alto Douro | Lúcio Cunha – University of Coimbra | Luciano Lourenço – 

University of Coimbra | Nicole Vareta – Centre of Studies in Geography and Spatial Planning, Portugal | António de Barros 

Cardoso – University of Porto  | Hélder Marques – University of Porto  
  
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE:  
  
Adélia Nunes, University of Coimbra, Portugal | Aleksandar Lukić, University of Zagreb, Croatia | Alice Duarte, University of 

Porto, Portugal | Ana Paula Brandão, University of Minho, Portugal | André Santos, Univ. Federal Rural Rio Janeiro, Brazil | 

Andrews José de Lucena, Univ. Federal Rural do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil | Annett Steinführer, Thünen Institute of Rural Studies, 

Germany | Artur Costa, University Lusófona, Portugal | Bruno Martins, University of Coimbra, Portugal | Borna Fuerst-Bjelis, 

University of Zagreb, Croatia | Brigite Botequim, Colab ForestWise, Portugal | Célia Taborda, University Lusófona, Portugal | 

Christine Fürst, Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, Germany | Cornelia Steinhäuser, Institute of Landscape Ecology, 

Germany | Emmanuel Reynard, University of Lausanne, Switzerland | Eunice Duarte, The Polytechnic Institute of Setubal , 

Portugal | Fátima Matos, University of Porto, Portugal | Fátima Velez de Castro, University of Coimbra, Portugal | Fernanda 

Sperotto, University of Porto, Portugal | Francisco Antonio Navarro Valverde, University of Granada, Spain | Francisco 

Proença Garcia, Portuguese Catholic University, Portugal | Glória Teixeira, University of Porto, Portugal | Hélder Silva Lopes, 

University of Minho, Portugal | Helena Vilaça, University of Porto, Portugal | Hélène Roth, University of Clermont, France | 

Hermínia Gonçalves, University of Trás-os-Montes and Alto Douro, Portugal | Holly Barcus, Macalester College, USA | Hossein 

Azadi, Gembloux Agro-Bio Tech, Universidade de Liège, Belgium | Isabel Borges, Instituto Europeu de Estudos Superiores, 

Portugal | Ivan Tartaruga, Centre of Studies in Geography and Spatial Planning, Portugal | Jesús Rodrigo Comino, University 

of Granada, Spain | João Luís Fernandes, University of Coimbra, Portugal | Joaquim Esteves da Silva, University of Porto, 

Portugal | Joaquim Mamede Alonso, The Polytechnic Institute of Viana do Castelo, Portugal | Joaquim Sande Silva, Agrarian 

School of Coimbra, Portugal | Jorge Queiroz, University of Porto, Portugal | Jorge Ricardo Pinto, Higher Institute of Business 

and Tourism Sciences Portugal | José António de Oliveira, The Polytechnic Institute of Porto, Portugal | José Aranha, University 

of Trás-os-Montes and Alto Douro, Portugal | José Azevedo, University of Porto, Portugal | José Domingo Sánchez Martínez, 

Universidad de Jaén, Spain | José Luís Zêzere, University of Lisbon, Portugal | Karine Vargas, Universidade Federal Rural do 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil | Luís Moreno, University of Lisbon, Portugal | Luis Ramos, University of Trás-os-Montes and Alto Douro, 

Portugal | Marcin Wójcik, University of Lodz, Poland | Madalena Fonseca, University of Porto, Portugal | Maria Elisabete 

Soares, Polytechnic Institute of Guarda, Portugal | Maria Francisca Saraiva, University of Lisbon | Marta Nestor, Faculty of 

Design, Technology and Communication of the European University, Portugal | Michael Woods, Aberystwyth University, United 

Kingdom | Michele Salis, CNR · Institute of BioEconomy IBE, Italy | Milen Penerliev, University of Shumen, Bulgaria | Natália 

Ramos, Portuguese Open University, Portugal | Norberto Santos, University of Coimbra, Portugal | Paulina Tobiasz-Lis, 

University of Lodz, Poland | Paulo Jorge Santos, University of Porto, Portugal | Regina Cohen Barros, Univ. Federal Rural Rio 
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Janeiro, Brazil | Sandra Lopes Luís, University of Lisbon | Sandra Oliveira, University of Lisbon, Portugal | Slavi Dimitrov, 

Univ. Verliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria | Suk Kyeong Kang, Niğde Ömer Halisdemir University, Türkiye | Ulrike Grabski-Kieron, 

University of Münster, Germany | Valentina Bacciu, Institute of BioEconomy IBE, Italy | Virgílio Borges Pereira, University of 

Porto, Portugal | Virgílio Falco, University of Trás-os-Montes and Alto Douro, Portugal | Yvon Le Caro, Université Rennes 2, 

France.  

  
  

PROGRAMME:  

  
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS:   
  
Michael Woods, Aberystwyth University, United Kingdom  

  

Michael Woods is Professor of Human Geography and Co-director of the Centre for Welsh 

Politics and Society at Aberystwyth University and Co-Director of the Wales Institute of Social 

and Economic Research, Data and Methods (WISERD). His research interests include: (1) 

globalisation and rural change in the 'global countryside', the focus of his ERC GLOBAL-

RURAL project (2014-19); (2) civil society and polarisation, as Co-Director and Theme Leader 

for the ESRC WISERD/Civil Society Research Centre (2014-19); and (3) spatial justice, 

investigated in the Horizon 2020 IMAJINE project (2017-22). These interests come together 

in his new ERC/UKRI project 'Rural Spatial Justice' on rural support for disruptive political 

movements in the UK, USA and Europe. Michael Woods is a former editor of the Journal of 

Rural Studies and the author of several books, including Rural (Routledge, 2011) and An 

Introduction to Political Geography (Routledge, 2015).  

  

  
  

Ulrike Grabski-Kieron, University of Münster, Germany   

  

Ulrike Grabski-Kieron, Dr., Professor Emerita. Professor of Local and Regional 

Development and Spatial Planning at the Institute of Geography, University Muenster, 

Germany. Research interests: applied research on rural areas and rural spatial 

development, spatial planning, geographic cultural landscape and and land use 

management. Long term international collaborations, especially with French partners. 

Studies of Applied Geography at the Ruhr University Bochum (Germany) doctorate 

(1985), habilitation (1993), research assistant until 1986; executive employee of the 

Northrine Westfalia state agency for urban and regional development, Technical 

Management Department (1986 - 1996). Member of the ARL –  

Academy for territorial Development in the Leibniz Association,  

Germany. Memberships on various advisory boards and committees for Police advice. 

Co-editor of the book series “Ländliche Räume: Beiträge zur lokalen und regionalen 

Entwicklung - Rural areas: Issues of local and regional development ( Lit- Verlag, Münster, 

Germany). Since 2017 freelance scientific activities and projects of scientific writing.  
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GENERAL PROGRAMME:   

 

  2024  

  General Program  

  May 23 May 24 May 25 May 26 

 08h:00    
09h:00 

Reception of 

Participants 
Reception of 

Participants 
Reception of 

Participants 
 

 09h:00  
10h:00 

 
Plenary Session I Plenary Session II 

 

Morning 

10h:00    
11h:00 

Workshops  

Parallel Sessions Parallel Sessions 
 

 11h:00   
11h:15 

 Coffee  Break Coffee  Break  

 
11h:15   
12h:45 

 
Parallel Sessions Parallel Sessions 

 

 12h:45   
14h:00 Lunch  

 14h:00   
15h:10 Opening session Round Table I Round Table II Field Trip to 

Lousada  
 

15h:10   
16h:40 

Session 

Policymakers Parallel Sessions Parallel Sessions 
 

Evening 16h:40   
17h:00 Coffee  Break Coffee  Break Coffee  Break  

 
17h00  

18h:30 
Visit to the City of  

Parallel Sessions Parallel Sessions 
 

 
18h:30   

Porto  Best Poster Award  

 19h:30  Books Presentation 
Closing Session 

 

Night 20h:00 
 

Dinner 
  

  

  
  

OPENING SESSION:  

  

It is with great honor that we announce the participation of Eurodeputy, 

Professor Doctor Maria Manuel Leitão Marques, in the opening 

session of the XVIII International Seminars Overarching Issues of the 

European Area. Professor Doctor Leitão Marques will deliver the keynote 

address titled "The Role of the European Union in a World Fraught with  

Regional Conflicts."  
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OP. 51 EDUCATING ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH BUILT 

HERITAGE AND TECHNOLOGY: THE "ART NOUVEAU PATH" ON THE "EDUCITY" 
APP 

 
João Ferreira-Santos1, * Lúcia Pombo2 

1 CIDTFF), Department of Education and Psychology (DEP), University of Aveiro (UA), 
Portugal 

2 CIDTFF), Department of Education and Psychology (DEP), University of Aveiro (UA), 
Portugal 

 
Abstract: We are living in the urgency of sustainability, which is one of today's 
fundamental themes. The value of cultural heritage towards sustainable development is 
perceived since the mid-20th century [1]. Built heritage as an enabler of identity and 
memory [2], as well as a space for learning [3] [4], has gained new possibilities through 
mobile technological solutions. The triad of Education, Heritage and Technology reveals 
a set of potentialities linked to innovation and originality, which are essential for arousing 
students' curiosity and involvement [5], [6]. This work aims to conceptualise the mobile 
augmented reality game "Art Nouveau Path" in the "EduCITY" app. This game promotes 
Education for Sustainability through Aveiro's Art Nouveau built heritage. This work aims 
to i) present the EduCITY project and its characteristics, and ii) present the "Art Nouveau 
Path" and its educational resources in the development of competences for Education 
for Sustainability. This explores the potential of Art Nouveau as a style linked to nature 
and environmental concerns. Considering the characteristics of the EduCITY application 
and the "Art Nouveau Path", the role of Augmented Reality in Education will be explored, 
associating it with curriculum development. To achieve this, a narrative literature review 
was conducted to map information on these issues and stimulate new research. It 
should be noted that the game is still under development, but the pilot project points to 
its value in raising awareness of environmental and sustainable development issues 
through the valorisation of heritage, digital literacy, and as an innovative educational 
proposal. 
 
Keywords: Built Heritage; Education for Sustainable Development; Augmented Reality 
Games; EduCITY; Art Nouveau Path 
 
References: 
[1] L. Smith, Uses of Heritage. Routledge, 2006.  
[2] F. Choay, Alegoria do Património, 3rd ed. Edições 70, 2019.  
[3] ICOMOS, “The Charter of Krakow 2000: principles for conservation and restoration of built 
heritage,” 2000. [Online]. Available: http://hdl.handle.net/1854/LU-128776.  
[4] Council of Europe, European Charter of the Architectural Heritage. 1975.  
[5] J. Hosagrahar, J. Soule, L. Girard, and A. Potts, “Cultural Heritage, the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, and the New Urban Agenda,” BDC. Boll. Del Cent. Calza Bini, vol. 16, no. 1, 
pp. 37–54, 2016, doi: https://doi.org/10.6092/2284-4732/4113. [6] UNESCO, Reimagining Our 
Futures Together: A New Social Contract for Education. 2021. 
  



 

 

 


